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A Theoretical Discussion of Undergraduate Research
LI Zheng' LIN Feng’

(1. Academic Affair Office, Huanan University of Technology, Guangzhou, Guangdong, 510640;
2. Institute of Higher Education Research, Huanan University of Technology, Guangzhou, Guangdong, 510640)

Abstract: As a teaching method of the 21" century, undergraduate research is an effective way to
cultivate creative talent. Based on a conceptual discussion, this study examine the characteristics, ad-
vantages and disadvantages of undergraduate research in relation to constructionist theory and other re

lated modern learning theories.
Key words: undergraduate research; teaching mode; constructionism; discovery learning
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Innovating University Pedagogy for Quality Improvement in Higher Education

BIE Dur-rong
(School of Education, Huazhong University of Science & Technology, Wuhan, Hubei, 430074)

Abstract: According to a national survey of a number of universities in China, there is no evidence
showing that higher education quality has been declining. T he key factor affecting higher education
quality is that there has no significant change in university pedagogy for many years. University peda
gogy innovation in the west has progressed along with university modernisation. German universities
created seminar, while A merican universities integrated seminar into the institution of class instruction,
and developed the second generation of pedagogy. The factors that affect the innovation of university
pedagogy include university policies, willingness of faculty and students, and teaching and learning con-
ditions. The right breaking point for university pedagogy mnovation should be found, so as to make
teaching a type of activities full of wisdom.

Key words: pedagogy; university; higher education quality



